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Figure 3-3 Brick manufacturing tolerances. (Copyright ASTM, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken,
PA 19428. Reprinted with permission.)
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of the imported brick sold in that state each year is found to be substandard
in water absorption, weathering, and compression tests. The abbreviated burn-
ing period and low firing temperatures typical of some Mexican brick plants
produce units that are extremely soft and porous, causing severe maintenance
problems even in relatively dry climates (see Fig. 3-4).
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Figure 3-4 Substandard brick. (Photos courtesy Brick Institute of Texas.)
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